62 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION.

The Convention took into confideration the king's fpeech to parliament an the 27th
. day of O&ober faft, snd after fome time fpent thewcin,

REsoLVED unenimoyfly, ‘[hat the following declaration be entered on their jour-
-aale ,

W F the delegates of the—freemen of Maryland in Convention, affe@ed with the
deepeft concern by the oninion declared in the king's fpeech to nar)i ment on the 27th
day of OQaner latt, end exprefled in the addrefs of the lords fpiritual and temporal to

“his majefty in apfwer therete, that the necefl ry preparations for defence made by thefc
col.opies, are earriud on for the purpofe of eftablithing an independent empire, and re-
_ing defiraus’ to remove_from the mind of the king, an opinion which we feel to be
.highly injurious to the peopla of this province, andt declare and manifcft to his ma-
-jeity, to the parliament, the people of Great-Britain, and to the whole world, the rec-
titude and purity of our inteations in the prefent oppofitien to the meaflures of the Bui-
tifth miniflry and parliament, -do declare, : .
~ “Fhat the people of this, province, fliong'y attached to the Englifh conftitution, and
cruly fonfible of the bleflings they have derived from it, wanmly imprefled with fentix

ments of affc@ion for, and loyalty to, the houfe of Hanover, conne&ted with the Bri-
ti(h nation by the ties of blood and intereft; and being thoroughly conyinced, that to be
free fubjedts of the king of Great-Britain, with all its confequences, is to be the freeft
members of any civil fociety in the knowan world, never did, nor do entertain any
views or defires of independency. ~ ‘ -

‘T'hat as they confider their union with the mother-copntry uppn. terms that may in-
fure to them a permanent freedom, as their highett felicity, o would they view tne fa-
tal neceffity of feparating from her, asa misforsune next to the greateft that can betal,
them, L :

Delcended from Britons, intitled to the privileges of Englifhmen, and inheriting the

fpirit of their ancedtors, they have {cen with the moft extréme anxicty the attempts ot
“pirfiament to deprive them of thofe privileges, vy raifing a revenue upon them, and af«

{fuming a power-to, alter the charters, conftitutions, and internal polity of the colonies,

" without their confent. The endeavours of the Britifh miniltry to ¢arry thofe attempts

into execution by mylitary force, have been their only motive for taking up arms, and

“detend themfelves agamﬂ' thofe endeavours is the only ufe they mean.to m1ke ot them.

datitled to freedom, they are determined’ to maiatain it at the h.zard ~of their. lives

and fortunes, ‘ o | | :

O=xrpirEp, Fhat James Hpllyday, Charles Carrall, of Carro'iton, and Guftavus.
Scort, tigrs. revife the journal and proceedings of this, Convention, and direét what
parts thereof fhall be publifhed. | ‘

Convention adjourns till the fecond Tueflav in April next, to fit at this p'ace,
but the Council of Safety may conyen¢ the Convention.at apy other time _or place,
if they fhall judge it neceflary. S L -

Signed by, arder of, the Conventios,
GABRIEL DUVALL, Clk.
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